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his bipartisan working together with
his committee members.

The majority leader and I have
talked about this briefly, but, obvi-
ously, we now have on the schedule 2
weeks left to go to do our business.
There is some discussion in the Senate,
as the gentleman knows, about them
meeting into August.

Obviously, one of the problems with
that is for, particularly, younger Mem-
bers. A lot of Members here have chil-
dren who go back to school the third
week in August, so the first 2 weeks
are not available to them.

Can we give them some direction on
whether or not we expect to be here
past the scheduled adjournment date of
July 31?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend for yielding.

As of now, I have no scheduled
changes to what has been announced. 1
do want to notify the Members,
though, when the Senate sends us a
healthcare bill, if we are still in ses-
sion, we will move to the healthcare
bill. If we are out, back in our districts,
I would give them a notified time ap-
propriate to come back and begin our
work. We would not wait until the re-
cess is over. We would begin work.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his comments. Mem-
bers ought to plan accordingly.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, the Appro-
priations Committee is marking up its
bills, but we have not yet adopted a
budget and, therefore, have no House-
approved top line for discretionary
spending.

Can the majority leader give us any
view as to whether or not the Budget
Committee may be reporting, before we
leave for the August break, a budget
establishing an upper line for discre-
tionary spending?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

I have two good pieces of information
I would take from there. The Budget
Committee will be marking up in com-
mittee next week. Appropriations, as
you know, because you were a member
of it, I have never seen appropriations
work like they have this year, knowing
that we have a new administration,
knowing that you get the budget late,
but they have every single bill, all 12,
out of subcommittee already. As of the
end of the day, they will have seven
out of full committee, and at the end of
next week, they will have all 12 done
through subcommittee and full com-
mittee.

So I knew you would be excited.
Those are concerns of yours.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the majority leader for his observation.

I might say, if I can, the first year I
was majority leader, which was in 2007,
we passed all appropriations bills be-
fore the August break to the Senate,
but I am pleased that the Appropria-
tions Committee is moving forward,
and let’s hope that we can honor reg-
ular order.
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Does the majority leader expect us to
consider each of the bills that the gen-
tleman refers to as having been passed
through subcommittee, some through
full committee? Do we expect to con-
sider those discretely one at a time on
the floor?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, no decision has been
made yet. Knowing that we are in a dif-
ferent situation with a new administra-
tion, there is an opportunity to do it
differently but be able to make sure we
take up all the bills. I will keep the
gentleman notified of when decisions
are made.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the majority leader.

Mr. Speaker, in addition, one of the
things, obviously, that I think both
sides are concerned about, and Sec-
retary Mnuchin has urged, and others
have urged us to deal with, is the debt
limit. We are not exactly sure when it
will be necessary and when the admin-
istration will run out of extraordinary
measures to ensure that we pay our
bills.

I have told the majority leader pri-
vately and I have said publicly to the
press that assuming we have a clean
debt limit extension, it would be my
intention to urge my Members to sup-
port such a clean debt limit extension.

Does the gentleman have any
thought as to when we might be con-
sidering that?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend for yielding and for
the question.

Mr. Speaker, I do agree with the gen-
tleman on the premise that it is re-
sponsible fiscal policy and it is impor-
tant to our country’s ability to suc-
ceed, that includes honoring the full
faith and credit of the United States.

The last information I was given, I
believe this is public, is that the debt
ceiling will not run out until October.
There was conversation that that could
have been earlier, but we will continue
to work with you and Secretary
Mnuchin to make sure we pass an ex-
tension.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, lastly, I would say that
obviously I know the gentleman and I,
and I think the overwhelming majority
of Members of the House on both sides
of the aisle, are very concerned that we
ensure that sanctions on Iran’s malevo-
lent actions and Russia’s actions, in-
cluding involving itself in an American
election, is an item of concern. I know
the gentleman is working on it.

Can the gentleman tell me what he
thinks the schedule for that bill might
be?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, as the gentleman
knows, unfortunately, in the Senate,
we had a constitutional challenge on a
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blue slip on the way they passed their
bill. There is concern on this side that
we want to make sure we move that
bill in a very quick manner and do it
correctly.

I do believe that there is a bill that
moved out of here that there is an ad-
dition that should be added, North
Korea. That came out of here 419-1, but
I believe Iran, the work that Russia
has done, and what North Korea has
done, it would be a very strong state-
ment for all of America to get that
sanction bill completed and done and
to the President’s desk as soon as pos-
sible.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman. I share that view that
we want to get this done as soon as
possible.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———————

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY,
JULY 14, 2017, TO MONDAY, JULY
17, 2017

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, July 17, 2017, when it
shall convene at noon for morning-hour
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———————

ENSURING VETERAN ACCESS TO
SNAP

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this week the House de-
bated the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, which I believe is one of the
most essential responsibilities of Con-
gress, to fund our armed services. This
House works to ensure our servicemen
and -women have the resources they
need to keep America safe.

We must also make certain that our
veterans, our military, have access to
the resources they need to be success-
ful in civilian life. This certainly in-
cludes access to nutritional food.

Out of the 22 million veterans in the
United States, about 1.7 million are in
households that currently participate
in the Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, or SNAP. Approxi-
mately 46 percent of our veterans are
senior citizens, including those who
served in World War II, Korea, and
Vietnam.

Veterans of all ages may also have
widely varying levels of disabilities or
limitations. SNAP cannot solve all of
the challenges a veteran or a member
of an Active-Duty military family
faces, but it can help eligible veterans
once they return home.

As the Agriculture Committee pre-
pares the next farm bill, we must re-
main vigilant in our dedication to
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